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standing to the discovery of dearer "knowledge than that which our
judgment is always likely to follow.

4. In your conclusion you exaggerate the profit to be derived
from this Meditation; you also prescribe how you should act in
order to arrive at a knowledge of the truth; for, you say, you will
arrive at this if you only devote your attention sufficiently to those
things which you perfectly understand, and if you separate them
from that which you apprehend more confusedly and obscurely1.

Now this is not only true but it is a truth which could be grasped
altogether apart from the previous Meditation, which thus seems to
have been superfluous. Nevertheless, my good Sir, note that the
difficulty appears not to affect the question ivhether, in order to avoid
error, we ought to understand a thing clearly and distinctly, but
concerns the art or method by which it is possible to discern that our
knowledge is so clear and distinct tliat it must be true and cannot
possibly mislead us. Nay, at the outset I made the objection that not
infrequently we are deceived even though we seem to have a knowledge
of the matter which nothing can excel in respect of clearness and
distinctness. You yourself also brought up this objection against
yourself, and nevertheless we still await the revelation of that art or
method, to the exposition of which your energies should be chiefly directed.

RELATIVE TO MEDITATION V.

Of the essence of material things; and, again, of God,
that He exists.

1. In the Fifth Meditation you first say that you distinctly
imagine quantity, i.e. extension in length, breadth and depth ;
likewise number, figure, situation, motion and durationa. Out of all
these, the ideas of which you say you possess, you select figure and,
from among the figures, the triangle, of which you write as follows :
although there may nowhere in the world be such a figure outside
my thought, or ever have been, there is nevertheless in this figure a
determinate nature, which I have not invented, and which does not
depend upon my mind, as appears from the fact that divers pro-
perties can be demonstrated of that triangle, viz, that its three
angles are equal to two right angles, that the-greatest side is sub-
tended by the greatest angle, and the like, which now, whether
I wish it or do not wish it, I recognise very clearly, even though. I
have never thought of them at all before when I imagined a triangle,

1 Vol. i. p. 179 ad init.                    2 Vol. i. p. 179, par. 4.